INSTRUCTIONS: Please replace the blue highlighted sections with the information that applies to Barbara’s visit to your school. Send the press release to local newspapers, television stations, radio stations, and websites that focus on local events. 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT
[Name, Title, Phone #]

[Email]
AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR VISITS [SCHOOL NAME]
[Month Year]—Barbara O’Connor, whose books have won awards and honors ranging from a “Parents’ Choice Gold Award” to a listing as one of  School Library Journal’s “Best Books of the Year,” will visit the [school name] in [town name] on [date(s)]. O’Connor will share her writing secrets with the school’s [x-graders].

[If the event is being sponsored by a special organization—the PTO, a local business, etc., that should be mentioned. If possible, obtain a quote from the principal of the school or the PTO head about why the school is excited about the visit.]
O’Connor has a long list of writing awards and honors for her novels and biographies for young readers, but she especially values the firsthand feedback she receives when she visits classrooms.

“I love interacting with the children,” O’Connor says. “It’s rewarding for me to hear their ideas and to brainstorm stories with them.”

While at [school name], O’Connor will share creative tips to motivate students to write their own stories. O’Connor has also discovered that students are fascinated to hear about the behind-the-scenes things that inspired her novels. O’Connor notes, “The students love seeing some of the real items that I’ve used in my books, like a musicbox, a ruby, a boat made from a Yoo-Hoo box, and a sign for a lost dog. They see how they can also be inspired by things around them.”

O’Connor’s latest title, The Fantastic Secret of Owen Jester, has met with resounding applause from reviewers, with three starred reviews to date. The New York Times Book Review said, “O’Connor has perfect pitch in this comic adventure, which ends with a happy resolution everyone, even the frog, can live with.” School Library Journal’s starred review said, “This tale of summertime adventure will be a hit with readers year round.” Kirkus Reviews also gave it a star and described the book as “a lovely read that perfectly captures the schemes and plans of school-age kids in the long days of summer.” 
O’Connor grew up in South Carolina but now lives in Duxbury, Massachusetts. For more information about her books, visit www.barbaraoconnor.com
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